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February 8, 2010

BAY PINES VA INVITES COMMUNITY TO 

“SALUTE VETERANS”

Bay Pines, FL - The Bay Pines VA Medical Center invites the public to participate in open-house activities Feb. 8-14 during the National Salute to Veteran Patients.

"The National Salute to Veteran Patients gives everyone a chance to let those who have given to our nation know that they are not forgotten," said Wallace M. Hopkins, Director, Bay Pines VA Healthcare System.  Hopkins said he hopes visitors will also learn more about the important roles volunteers play at the medical center throughout the year and perhaps pursue volunteer opportunities.  "Our medical center’s 1,500 volunteers are an important part of our health care team and the National Salute program is a great way for people to learn more about helping veterans," Hopkins said.  “Visitors are often surprised at how varied our volunteer opportunities are.”

Individuals or groups wishing to participate in the National Salute to Veterans or in any of our regular volunteer roles should call the Voluntary Service office, 727-398-9394.
National Salute to Veteran Patients Activities at Bay Pines VA Medical Center:

· February 5th – Community Living Center Super Bowl party sponsored by American Legion

· February 8th & 9th – Coffee time in outpatient clinics sponsored by VA Voluntary Service

· February 9th – Sawgrass Elementary Students visit with hospitalized veterans (10:00 am)

Students will be visiting with veterans and handing out valentines to thank them for their service and sacrifice.

· February 10th – Re-Creation performs for  Community Living Center residents (10:30 am)
http://www.re-creationusa.com/
· February 11th – Local Veterans Art Festival, Bay Pines VA Hospital (9:00 am to 3:00 pm)
The Art Festival is a chance for us to recognize the talents of Veterans.  Those who win at the local level then go on to compete in the National Veterans Creative Art Festival, scheduled in October at the Tomah VAMC in Wisconsin.  Artwork in categories such as:  fine art, applied art, craft kits, music, creative writing, drama, and dance will be on display.  
· February 12th – Valentines for Veterans Visitation sponsored by VA Voluntary Service Committee

Volunteers will be delivering valentines to veterans and pinning them with a thank you memento.
· February 13th – Valentines for Veterans Visitation by Christ the King Lutheran Church (9:00 am)
Church members will visit with Community Living Center Residents during a coffee social.
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